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Cuthbert never gave any assistance to these con-
versations,
"My bearers were very good fellows when you got
to know them."
Lisa felt a spark of interest. "Do tell me what
they were like."
"Oh, they weren't in any way exceptional. You
know what those people are like."
Lisa did not know and Captain Hyslop did not
enlighten her.
The Countess had given up asking questions.
"Le Hyslop/' she said, "is insupportable, he has
no conversation."
She did not say it to Cuthbert.
"Hyslop/' remarked Cuthbert, on one of the
happy occasions when Hyslop was not in the room,
"is a remarkably modest man."
"Modesty," commented the Countess, her love for
Cuthbert for once defeated by natural acidity, "is
not a conversational quality. Has he a Christian
name?"
"John Everard,"
"Had he a father?"
,' "Sir John Hyslop was Governor of the Northern
Provinces."
"And his mother?"
"His mother, I believe, died when he was a child."
"I see," said the Countess.